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Traditional and evolving roles and responsibilities of main actors
Stakeholders Traditional expectations for 

roles and responsibilities 
Evolving expectations for roles and 
responsibilities 

Policy makers Defining policy options, 
investigating their consequences 
under different assumptions, 
making policy choices. 

Informing and consulting stakeholders about 
policy options, assumptions, anticipated 
consequences, values and preference. Setting 
the “ground rules”

 

for the decision making 
processes. Communicating the bases of policy 
decisions. 

Regulators Defining regulatory options, 
investigating their consequences 
under different assumptions, 
making choices regarding 
regulatory options. Communicating 
the bases of regulatory decisions. 

Maintaining open and impartial regulatory 
processes. Providing stakeholders with 
understandable explanations of the 
mechanisms of regulatory oversight and 
decision making, including explanations of the 
opportunities available for stakeholder 
participation therein. 
Serving as a source of information and expert 
views for local communities. 

Scientific experts, 
consultants 

Carrying out scientific/technical 
investigations with integrity and 
independence. Advising institutional 
bodies such as safety authorities 
and implementing agencies on 
technical issues in relation with 
safety concerns with the view to 
providing balanced and qualified 
input for decision making. 

Acting as technical intermediaries between the 
general public and the decision makers. 
Providing balanced and qualified input for all 
stakeholders and encouraging informed and 
comparative judgment. 
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Traditional and evolving roles and responsibilities of main actors

Implementers Finding a solution for the radioactive 
waste management problem, 
implementing the solution. 

Co-operating with local communities to find an 
acceptable solution for radioactive waste 
management. Co-operating with local 
communities in implementing the solution. 
Interacting with policy-makers and regulator 

Potential host 
communities 

Accepting or rejecting the proposed 
facility. 

Negotiating with implementers to find locally 
acceptable solutions for radioactive waste 
management that help avoid or minimize 
potentially negative impacts and provide for 
local development, local control, and 
partnership. Interacting with policy-makers and 
regulator 
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